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a personal example and when we want to make a knowledge of
the art so universal that by the simple system We can make hand-
spun cheap -enough to compete .with .the machine-spun cloth.
Underlying the good mother's objection to her boy spinning is no
doubt the idea that spinning is merely a woman's calling. It is
true that as a rule women only spin. There are no doubt some
light occupations which women are better fitted for than men.
But to argue therefore that they are derogatory to man's dignity or
that they may make him effeminate is a gross superstition. Cooking
is essentially a woman's calling, but every soldier must not only
know cooking but he has to do it himself whilst he is on duty.
The most accomplished cooks in the world today are men. Woman
is, by habit or nature, queen of the household. She is not designed
to organize on a large scale. Being conservative and preservative,
she is not inventive. Man, being restless and often destructive, is
inventive. Whether this statement be universally true or not, the
fact stands that all the greatest inventions have been made by men.
Our own spinning has been organized by men spinners. All the
necessary improvements in the machine have been made by men
spinners. Looked at from every point of view, hand-spinning is
as essential for man as for woman in India, so long as it has not
become universal enough to be reinstated in our villages and to
bring about total boycott of foreign cloth.

(The above two notes were written before the fast.)
Toting India, 25-9-1924
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[Before September 17, 1924]
WHAT I

I must not omit to mention one little but precious book a dear
friend sent. It was Supersensual Life -by Jacob Boehmen. I notice
it to enable me to share with the reader some of the striking passages
I copied from it. Here they are:
It is naught indeed but thine own hearing and willing that do
hinder them, so that thou dost not see and hear God.
If thou rulest over the creatures externally only and not from the
right internal ground of thy inward nature, then thy will and ruling is
in a bestial kind or matter.